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Cars coming off the I-495 exit ramp and driving by on Route 110 near Northern Essex. The is the gen- 
eral location of the fatal accident that occurred on Nov. 5. 


Abrupt departure for 
another MassPIRG organizer 


NECC loses 14th 
coordinator in six 
years 


By BILL DONOVAN 
News Editor 


transition in 
MassPIRG leadership occurred 
last week at NECC campuses. 


A sudden 


Leslie Mendoza Kamstra, 
Northern Essex’s campus organiz- 
er, announced she would be 
departing the college for a position 
at UMass Boston after only a few 
months on the job. 

This quick exit is not uncom- 
mon for MassPIRG organizers at 
NECC, which tend to leave 
Northern Essex very quickly, 
according to NECC coordinator of 
student activities Dina Brown. 

“NECC has had a bad experi- 
ence with MassPIRG in the past. 


We’ve had fourteen campus orga- 
nizers in the past six years, Patrick 
being the fifteenth. Leslie has done 
a great job in the past two 
months,” Brown said. “I was feel- 
ing really good about the actions 
MassPIRG has taken under her. I 
can’t say anything bad about 
Patrick. Let’s hope he’s with us for 
the year, both academic and calen- 
dar year. I hope Patrick will have 
the same energy as Leslie.” 

Mendoza Kamstra, stressing 
MassPIRG’s program would 
remain the same at NECC without 
her, trained new organizer Patrick 
Carey to take her place and help 
student campaigns. 

However, Brown was not 
happy with another change in lead- 
ership. 

“I’m frustrated once again for 
the students who are working for 
MassPIRG. I just want to shake 
my head,” stated Brown. “Who do 
students have to go talk to now? 
It’s like if your professor left 


halfway through class and you 
suddenly had to get used to a new 
faculty member.” 

Arriving at the start of the fall 
semester, Mendoza Kamstra 
helped assemble and train a group 
of NECC students into MassPIRG 
interns. Within this group, they 
started to fight global warming and 
hunger and homelessness and pro- 
mote voter registration on campus. 

“Everything will be the same 
with MassPIRG after I leave. It 
really wasn’t my choice to transfer 
to UMass Boston, but it sounded 
like a good opportunity. I will con- 
tinue to help students train there,” 
commented Mendoza Kamstra. 

Mendoza Kamstra’s replac- 
ment, Carey, a Massachusetts 
native, has worked for similar pub- 
lic interest groups. 

For two years he worked with 
CoPIRG in Colorado. He said that 
he is looking forward to working 
with the students of NECC. 

See MassPIRG, page 7 


By DAvip WILLIS 
Editor 


A woman was killed recently ina 
three-car accident outside of 
Northern Essex near the Interstate 
495 and Route 110 intersection. 

According to police reports, on 
Wednesday, Nov. 5 at 12:50 p.m., 
Lynne Brackett, 30, had passed the 
NECC. Elliott Street entrance and 
was passing the 1-495 North exit, 
when her maroon Honda was hit on 
the rear passenger side door by 
NECC student Joshua Dallal, who 
was coming off the off-ramp. 

That collision sent Brackett’s car 
into oncoming traffic, where it was 
hit on the driver’s side door by the 
car of another NECC student, Nicole 
Sweet, 18, of Amesbury. 

Police reports said that Dallal, 


By Davip WILLIS 
Editor 


The location of the recent fatal 
accident near NECC has a history of 
close calls and was the subject of a 
traffic study requested by NECC last 
year. 

“It’s a horrible intersection,” said 
Kathryn Vatcher, who lives on 
Amesbury Street, which is near the 
location of the accident, and wit- 
nessed the accident. “Along this little 
stretch, it’s very dangerous.” 

The growth of the college and 
the knowledge that problems were 
mounting led Northern Essex, in 
2002, to request a study of the inter- 
section from the Merrimack Valley 
Service Commission, according to 
Mark Andrews, NECC vice presi- 
dent of administration 

Andrews said that the college 
anticipated problems with the inter- 
section, so they requested a study of 
Route 110, Kenoza Street, Elliott 
Street and Sunrise Street for traffic 


20, had been driving very slowly and 
weaving from side to side in his lane 
on the highway. Police reports said 
that, after entering the off ramp, he 
came to a complete stop at the stop 
sign. He then looked left, looked 
right, and then turned left onto the 
street, where he hit Brackett’s car. 

Kathryn Vatcher, who had been 
driving behind Dallal for about a 
mile, said that Brackett’s car would 
have-been.in clear sight if he had 
looked left again. 

After the contact, Vatcher said 
that the car slid into the opposite 
lane, and she said that there was no 
way that Sweet could avoid hitting 
Brackett. 

A number of people stopped to 
help the injured, including NECC 
student Sean McAllister, who went 


See Accident, page 6 


Intersection has bad 
history 


access and safety. 

The study examined traffic 
counts and the direction of traffic. It 
also showed high and low traffic 
times. 

Andrews said the study showed 
an immediate need for improvements 
at the intersection. 

He said that many solutions were 
suggested by the plan, the most 
extreme being the construction of a 
lane that would lead directly from 
the highway exit to Elliott Street. 
Also proposed were lights at the end 
of Elliott Street signaling drivers 
turning onto 110. 

Many agree that a light would 
help the problem. 

Vatcher said that she has had a 
number of near accidents and bad 
experiences in that area. 

She said that her children and 
their friends have also had a number 
of close calls while waiting for the 
school bus near the intersection, and 
one child was even hit by a car while 
waiting at the intersection. 

See Intersection, page 5 
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A plea to look at the 
dangerous area 


This seems like an evil thing to 
say, but it must be said. No one who 
drives through the area where the 
fatal crash which took the life of 
Lynne Brackett is surprised that it 
happened, because with the way traf- 
fic goes through that area, it was only 
a matter of time before a tragic acci- 
dent occurred. 

It seems likely that any person 
who regularly goes through the inter- 
section where the 1-495 off-ramp 
meets Route 110 has been involved 
in a near-accident. It is also likely 
that as the driver goes through the 
intersection more, he or she will be 
involved in more close calls. 

Why is this? It is because the 
intersection is dangerous for many, 
MANY reasons. 

The worst time to go through it is 
at 7:50 a.m. At this time, hundreds of 
angry students are all converging on 
the same small area. 

Most are upset that they had to 
wake up early to get to an 8 a.m. 
class, and would rather be sleeping. 
They are usually on very little sleep, 
due to homework, studying or other- 
wise, so their reaction time is not 
very good. 

Also, since it is only 10 minutes 
before class, students are rushing to 
get to class on time. They still have 
to get to the college, park and get to 
class. So a yield sign is often not 
there getting their attention. 

Many have also come up with the 


idea of instead of waiting at the cor- 
rect exit, using the opposits exit, cut- 
ting across the street and turning 
around at the Seafood restaurant. 
That is really dangerous. 

You know what solution has been 
devised to remedy this? A police offi- 
cer. Sure, it’s great for a few cars, but 
what is he supposed to do about 200 
cars flying by? Very little. 

While that time and 12 noon— 
when most students are leaving— are 
the worst times, the area is dangerous 
all of the time. 

Any logical person can see that 
45 m.p.h. is way too fast of a speed 
limit for such a windy street with so 
many dips. And yet, since that is the 
posted limit, almost every driver 
feels it necessary to go at least that 
speed. Plus, people coming off the 
highway are going a minimum of 75, 
so a yield or stop sign won’t get them 
to slow down. 

So what is the solution? That is a 
tough question to answer. 

A simple solution would be to 
put in a 3-way traffic light, like those 
present in such areas as North 
Andover. But then, will that cause 
too much traffic congestion? 

An extra lane that leads to the 
college would be great, but that 
would require a lot of work, and 
would it do anything to help those 
not going into the college? There is 
no simple solution. 

So, we suggest that the college, 
city of Haverhill and state sit down 
and seriously look at how to fix this. 
This must be done because now is 
time to start saying “it is only a mat- 
ter of time before it happens again.” 
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Who is the greatest band ever, 


Amy DeBois, General Studies 


“Phish, because they are incredible 
live. But on CD, Bob Dylan when he 


is with his band.” 


why? 


Jason Crabb, Liberal Arts 

“Korn, because it pumps me up and 
gets me going when I’m working 
out.” 


Byron McNeal, Journalism 
“Queen, at various venues, mostly 
sporting events you'll hear them in 
the backround, they have a great 
and unique sound.” 


Steve Bartholomew Photos 


Stephanie Pauette, Liberal Arts 
“Linkin Park, just because I like 
their music and they have a good 
variety.” 


Robert Worthen, Liberal Arts 
“Sublime, it makes me feel alright.” 


Leeanne Bradley, General Studies 
“Aerosmith, because they are rock 
legends and they have been around 
forever.” 
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The end of the world 


STEVIN BARTHOLOMEW 


Hello ladies and gentlemen, and I 
do hope that you are doing quite well 
on this day, because that would mean 
ever so much to me. 

Well, let’s get to business. First 
thing I want to talk about is the 
school that was infiltrated by police 
because they got a “tip off’ from a 
student that went to the school that 
something really big involving drugs 
was going down. Now, keep in mind 
the police went in on the information 
provided by one student, which | 
know has happened at my old school 
a couple of times, but never ever with 
police drawing guns on students. 

The police must not have known 
there were cameras in the school, and 
if they did, they did not know it was 
going to get national coverage. To be 
completely honest, the first time | 
saw this on CNN, I thought it was 
about a prison. But then | read the 
headline and it said “school drug 
bust.” 

Honestly, this just really ticks me 
off. Ifa child of mine ever had a gun 
pointed in his face, just because the 
police thought there were drugs in 
the school, | would go down there 


and beat the ever living crap out of 


the person who pointed the gun. | 
would then find the genius that 
allowed this “sting” and give them a 
righteous smattering. 

Now, I know there are people 
reading this saying “well, the kids 
that got guns in their faces had drugs 
on them, so they deserve it.” Well, I 


Getting used to NECC 


hope none of you are really think 
that. | mean, even if a student has 
drugs on them, you don’t pull a gun 
on them. Realistically thinking it’s 
not much of a threat other than trying 
to throw the sharp end of a joint into 
an officer’s eye. Plus, and here is the 
real kicker, THEY DID NOT EVEN 
FIND ANY DRUGS, that is right, 
none whatsoever! 

Now onto 
what FOX News 
would like you to 
be afraid of this 
week. 

Apparently, 
FOX has decided 
to tackle the hard- 
hitting issue of 
gas pump fires. © 
Now, granted | 
have seen some — 
“Real TV’s” ¢ 
where this legiti- 
mately has hap- 
pened, and I 
know this could 
happen. 

But I mean, : 
there is also a chance that a meteor 
will hit the earth at the same time 
when it happens to you. So I guess 
you shouldn’t be that scared, But in 
all honesty, if you’re afraid of this 
happening to you, all you have to do 
is touch something metallic to get the 
static off you. Me? [Il still be at the 
pump risking my life like a fool. 

Now that you have read through 
some of the real news here is my 
prophecy on how the world will end. 
I can sum up this prophecy of doom 


in two words, too: video games. 
Ahhh yes, while everyone else is 
looking out for nuclear war and 
famine, I am looking at the most like- 
ly candidate to destroy the world, 
videogames. 

Just think of it this way, in about 
20 years, we went from Atari to 
Playstation 2. There is a new gener- 


Uncle Steve's 


FUNHOUSE 


he 


ation of platform systems coming in 
just about two years, too. 

So look at it this way. We could 
be a couple technological break- 
throughs away from a person being 
able to be completely put into the 
game. After that, who is going to 
want to live in this world? Hell, it 
even seems like it would be human 
nature to create a game in which you 
could have a great adventure and be 
whatever you wanted to be and you 
do whatever you want. I know I 


would be first on board to be 
involved. I mean, theoretically | 
could play the part of Bilbo Baggins 
in the original Hobbit, or I could 
work and go to school. It really does 
not take a brain surgeon to figure out 
what I would choose. 

It doesn’t even have to be a fan- 
tasy game either. You could just have 
a real life simulator 
and you could just go 
Grand Theft Auto on 
‘it. Steal cars, beat 
people up and so 
forth, it would be 
cool; there is no 
doubt about it. 

The only prob- 
lem would be finding 
a wife. But hey, so 
many people are 
meeting over the net 
today, maybe you 
can find someone in 
the game you're 
playing if you hap- 
pen to be playing 
against one another 
in a online game. 

Some might say this is a far- 
fetched idea, but if you see how 
involved people get in games such as 
“Everquest,” it does not exactly seem 
like such an unlikely end for 
humankind. 

In closing, I would like to 
acknowledge Brenda Bolduc’s col- 
umn, (as seen on page 4) as it does 
mention my name more than a couple 
times. 

1 would like to point out what 
she said about my idea of annoying 


Dear Editor, 


lama student here at NECC and I am 
finally figuring out how college really is. 
I came into college knowing it would be 
hard and require a lot of work and time. 
It’s finally hitting me that it’s an under- 
statement. I find myself always thinking 
about what is due and what I need to get 
done. 

It’s very stressful and I sometimes I 
feel like I just can’t handle it, 1 feel like 
dropping. On top of school, I have work. 
Work and school is very hard to balance 
out. Knowing I have to go to work while 
I have a paper due the next day is never 
fun to think about. 

Most people would probably wonder, 
“Why do you wait until the last minute to 
get things done.” | start to become very 
overwhelmed and confused on my prior- 
ities. I’m thinking “work, school, work, 
school. Which one do I choose?” It’s 
hard not to consider just working when | 


pay my own bills, which turn out to be 
pretty expensive. 

Although, so far, I have been able to 
manage both of them. There is no way 
that I am going to drop out of school and 
work at a minimum wage job, when I can 
just deal with the stress now, get an edu- 
cation and some day get a job I love and 
work hard for. Whenever I feel myself 
thinking of giving up, I just think about 
what I will be doing in the future and if | 
choose one road or the other. Which road 
will take me to the things I want to do in 
my life’? 

Choosing school is a good one for 
me. It’s a challenge, but it can be done, 
because you can’t just think about now 
but you need to consider the future as 
well. 


Truly yours, 


Tara DeCosta 
NECC Student 


hate groups by not paying attention. 
“It’s like saying if we ignore murder- 
ers, rapists and thieves they will 
change their behaviors and go away”. 

It is not like saying that at all. 
When a person commits a crime, 
they should be dealt with. However, 
we live in America and simply saying 
hateful things is not a crime. 
Freedom of speech is a double edged 
sword, but it’s not the only thing in 
American politics that has been 
twisted into something horrible. 

Brenda goes on to say I should 
take off my “rose colored glasses” 
and look at what’s going on around 
me, specifically in news media. Well 
Brenda, thanks for giving me this 
because, if there is one thing that is 
wrong with America, it’s news 
media. “If it bleeds, it leads” that’s 
the battle cry for mainstream media. 

Why do you think you would see 
a explosion in an abandoned building 
on the news at 10 than most any story 
concerning Tom Finneran. I know 
there is all this hate in the world and 
God knows | should just give in and 
start becoming the next Lincoln, but 
the chances of that are about, 
hmmmm, zero. 

The advice I have given is advice 
normal who don’t get 
involved can follow, and if you think 
people are getting involved, just look 
at voter turnout. 

But I will, however, keep my 
“rose colored glasses” because | will 
continue to believe the best of peo- 
ple, as lazy as they may be. Quite 
frankly, the glasses make me look 
cool. 


people 


D it. Do it. Disney: 
ream it. oO it. V. 


We're recruiting on campus! 


NORTHERN ESSEX COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
Monday, November 10, 2003 


12:00 pm 


Library Conference Area A and B 


Mack your calendars — All majors ancl all college levels inoted. This is your chanoe to go inside 
thes worldannous resort, build your resume, metwork with Disney leaders ancl 
meet students [yom around the world. 


Check outa Wall Diatey Wirkd® College Program pakd internship, 24-hour sccunnd housing is olfered 
College credit opportunitics may be availahke. Visit our webstic a 
witwcollegeprogram. com and then come to the presentation. Attendsnoe is requircd to ateeverw 


The Observer welcomes letters from our readers. 


Send email to: 
observer@necc.mass.edu 
Or drop off letters: 
Observer newsroom, F-129, Behrakis Student Center 


Resin 
COLLE fe PROGRAM wdwedlegeprogram com 


EGE + Drawing Creativily fram Diversity + © Disney 


Letters must be signed and should provide a phone number 
or email contact information. 
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A look at which two- 
year college gives you 
the best education 


Are all two-year colleges created 
equal? 

In Massachusetts, community 
colleges are about the same when it 
comes to tuition. Thirteen out of the 
15 community colleges are between 
the prices of $100-$115 per credit. 
The two exceptions are Springfield 
Technical, at $207 per credit and 
Mount Wachusett, at $131 per credit. 

But when students are looking 
for a two-year school around here, it 
comes down to two choices, 
Northern Essex, a community col- 
lege, and Hesser, a private college. 

So what sounds better $307 or 
$642 per course? How about having 
eight-week semesters over the 15- 
week ones here at NECC. 

This is the double-edged sword 
many students face when they are 
trying to choose a two-year school in 
Haverhill and its surrounding cities, 
including southern New Hampshire. 

Hesser College and NECC are 
almost like the McDonalds and 
Burger King of college choices. ! 
wouldn’t say these colleges are in 
competition with each other; it’s just 
that they are the closest two-year col- 
leges in this area. 


So it becomes one 


or the other, or in 
some cases __ both. 
Some students at 


NECC already have 
degrees from Hesser 
and have come to 
NECC for another. 

Is it because of the 
cost of Hesser? Hesser 
is in fact a private col- 


lege, which does 
account for its higher 
tuition, but is it a bet- 


ter education? 

I have two friends 
who attend Hesser, 
and it just seems that 
they are taking a lot of 


different classes, 

while I’m still in the 

same semester. y 
Hesser has classes ‘ 


in eight-week inter- 
vals. Two classes is — 4 
considered full time. WY A 
The classes meet twice 

a week for total of five 

hours a week. At the 

end of the semester, 

the total class time 

becomes 40 hours. 

Having a whole class crammed down 
your throat in eight weeks seems 
much too fast. 

By the time you settle into class, 
it’s over. There is a one-week break 
and the next semester immediately 
starts. It seems like students don’t get 
the chance to have the full college 


experience. 

Hesser seems more aimed 
towards older students who are just 
looking to take classes and skip the 
whole college experience. But my 
two friends are both 20, and they 
enjoy the fast semesters Hesser 
offers. 

But are students at Hesser getting 


The lazy Funhouse 


The choice to ignore 
hate is not a smart 


After read- 
ing Stevin 
Bartholomew’s 
' response to 
Pro f e's s.0:r 
ee George 

* Medelinskas’ let- 
ter to the editor, | 
felt compelled to 
address Stevin’s 
naiveté to hate and anti-Semitism 
existing in this country. 

The attitude of believing that 


—-¢¢—_ 


I felt compelled to 
address Stevin’s 
naivete to hate and 
anti-Semitism. 


bad things and bad people will go 
away if ignored would give any gen- 
eration the opinion that Stevin is 
being “naive, shortsighted and lazy.” 

If past generations ignored anti- 
Semitism and prejudice, it’s possible 
to believe that slavery would still 
exist. Also, if other countries didn’t 
unite together and become involved 
in World War II, most, if not all of 
the Jewish population would have 
become extinct from the human 
race. 


The United States has evolved 
into a great power because, as intel- 
ligent, caring human beings, we 
choose not to ignore hate or preju- 
dice, but fight against it. 

People like Abraham Lincoln 
and Martin Luther King Jr. changed 
the world by speaking against injus- 
tice and prejudices. They sacrificed 
their lives for their beliefs. But look 
at how they were able to change the 
world with their words. They did not 
ignore hatred, they confronted it. 

It’s not easy to stand up for 
what’s right, nothing worth fighting 
for ever is. 

We have the freedom of speech, 
but we have this freedom because 
many generations of Americans sac- 
rificed their lives fighting against 


hate, anti-Semitism and prejudices. 

All generations have their 
heroes, ordinary people that stand up 
for what they believe in. They 
choose to take action, not look the 
other way, even if that means sacri- 
ficing their own lives in order to 
make people aware of the injustices 
around them. 

Stevin’s comparison to “little 
John in grade school” is like saying 
if we ignore murderers, rapist and 
thieves they will change their behay- 
iors and go away. 

So Stevin, my suggestion to you 
is, take your rose colored glasses off, 
look around you, watch the news 
and realize that ignoring hatred only 
allows hatred to breed and spread 
amongst us. 


Steve Bartholomew illustration 


the same amount of learning as a stu- 
dent at NECC who has one class for 
15 weeks? 

At first, | thought NECC had the 
obvious advantage, but I did my 
math and found out something inter- 
esting. A typical class at NECC only 
clocks in at 37.5 hours at the end of 
the semester. NECC students lose 2.5 


hours of class time a 
semester. So what it 
comes down to is this, is 
an extra 2.5 hours of 
learning worth an extra 
$335 a class? 

But if money isn’t an 
issue, how would the 
potential student chose 
between the two? 

I looked into both 
schools before I chose 
NECC. | ultimately didn’t 
choose Hesser because it 
didn’t offer the major I 
wanted, unless | was will- 


ing to go to their 
Manchester campus. 
NECC_ offered me 


everything I wanted in 

one place. I didn’t have to 

jump from campus to 
: campus. A year later, I’m 
still happy with my 
choice, and both of my 
friends still enjoy Hesser. 
Will it look better to 
future employers that they 
went to a private college 
and I went to community 
college? In the future, I 
will get my bachelor’s and 
(hopefully) master’s from a universi- 
ty, so will it really matter where I 
started out? 

For now all I can say is this: 
within the next two years, we will all 
graduate with associate’s degrees, 
but I will have a little extra cash left 
over. 


ae 


Stupid Bush 


A critique of 
Dubbya’s work as 
our President 


last 
the 
there 
was an article 
about the 

increasing num- 
ber of families 
going hungry 

across America. 
With the 
number steadily increasing over the 
past three years, one would think the 
government would be establishing 
new programs to help these families. 

Unfortunately, President Bush is 
more concerned about the welfare of 
other countries than his own. 

What amazes me the most about 
this situation is that Bush can turn his 
back on the American economy, as 
well as disregard the wishes of 
NATO, to spend billions of dollars 
on the rebuilding of a country that 
never wanted to open its doors to the 


In the 
issue of 


Observer, 


US in the first place. 

Bush needs to put his priorities 
in order and decide what is more 
important to him, the reconstruction 
of another country’s economy, or the 
saving of his own. 

His plans for Iraq are cutting 
down the budgets for our schools. 
Education is becoming second to 
war. Unemployment is on the rise 
and investments are taking a dive 
because people are losing faith in the 
American economy. Due to this, 
there is an increase in the gap 
between the rich and the poor in our 
country. 

When Bush first laid out his 
plans for Iraq, he apparently underes- 
timated the cost of this war. With 
every piece of machinery that is 
downed or named inoperable, anoth- 
er must be built to replace it. Think 
of how many mouths could be fed 
with the money it takes to rebuild a 
Black Hawk helicopter. 

If Bush reserved half of the ener- 
gy and money that he is planning to 
use in Iraq, and put it towards the res- 
olution of problems that his own 
country has to face, maybe he would 
gain back support from NATO and 
the American people. 


“= = a @ gcc 


His plans for Iraq are cutting down the 
budgets for our schools. Education is 
becoming second to war. 
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Officers elected in 
Student Senate 


Northern Essex Community 
College Student Government’s 
Student Senate has elected its offi- 
cers. They are president, Danielle 
Jackson an accounting major from 
Haverhill; vice president of the 
Lawrence campus, John Tsangaris, 
a paralegal major from Methuen; 
vice president of the Haverhill 
campus, Rachel Elizabeth 
Manemanos, a Liberal Arts major 
from Haverhill; secretary, Raquel 
Centeno, an Early Childhood 
Education major from Methuen; 
and treasurer, Darlyn Fox, a 
Hospitality & Tourism major from 
Newburyport; Programming 
Chair, Debra Eldredge, a Liberal 
Arts major from Amesbury. 

The Student Senate meets 
every Wednesday from 3:30 to 5 
p.m., alternating between the 
Lawrence and Haverhill campuses. 


MASSPIRG seeks 
Thanksgiving baskets 
for families in need 


MASSPIRG is asking faculty 
and staff to come together to 
donate Thanksgiving Baskets to 
the Emmaus House, a shelter in 
Haverhill. The baskets would 
include everything a family needs 
for a Thanksgiving meal: stuffing, 
cranberry sauce, corn bread mix, 
even a turkey! Each department or 
office could collectively come up 
with a basket. Businesses are also 
donating these baskets. 

On Tuesday, Nov. the 25th, 
bring your baskets to the C lobby 
to be judged. Students will judge 
the best baskets and the winners 
will be awarded a prize! Contact 
Leslie at Imendoza@masspirg.org 
with questions. 


Laura Fedele wins 


Renaissance contest 


NECC student Laura Fedele of 
Bradford, a Liberal Arts major with 
a chemistry option, recently won 
the college’s “Who Wants to Be a 
Renaissance Person” contest. She 
will receive $800 off of her college 
tuition, courtesy of the Alumni 
Office. 

Sponsored by the college's 
Liberal Arts — Revitalization 
Committee, the 
contest was 
designed to 
identify the stu- 
dent who could 
successfully 
answer the 
most questions 
from the liberal 
arts curriculum. 

Fie7d'e%l e 
wowed the 
audience of faculty, staff, and stu- 
dents by answering eight questions 
covering music, geography, litera- 
ture and math correctly. 

A licensed massage therapist 
for 13 years, Fedele has been 
attending Northern Essex part-time 
for three years. 

The second place winner, Joy 
Burton of Windham, N.H., was just 
one question short of answering all 
eight questions. A senior at Salem 
(NH) High School, Joy is attend- 
ing Northern Essex as part of the 
dual enrollment program. 

Three hundred and fifty stu- 
dents tried out for the honor of 
competing. 


Fedele 


By ErIc DIONNE 
Contributing Reporter 


A missionary group talked about 
their experiences in Peru at a lecture 
put on by the NECC Hospitality Club 
at NECC on Nov. 12. 

The speakers presented those in 
attendance with a missionary tour 
through pictures and artifacts from 
their experience. 

The group on the missionary trip 
traveled throughout the Amazon 
River and visited different villages in 
Peru. 

When the missionary group 
arrived in Peru they took a barge that 
had three levels, the top level were 
the “rich people”, the middle level 
were the “poor”, and the bottom 
level was for the animals. During the 
trip, most of the places they visited 
had no electricity, and if there was 
any it was usually where the 
Governor of the villages lived ,and it 
only ran during certain hours, so they 
were very limited as well. 

They had no bathrooms, and 
were lucky if they had a little canopy 
type structure over a hole dug to go 
in. 

In these villages along the 
Amazon, there was very little 
importing and exporting of any 
goods, so locals were forced to make 


Continued from page | 
Jodi Boisvert, and NECC stu- 
dent, agreed that the intersection is 
dangerous, and was almost the vic- 
tim of an accident recently. 
Boisvert said that about a week 


before the fatal accident, she was 
leaving Northern Essex with her 
daughter, and while passing the 495 
exit, a driver barely missed hitting 
Boisvert’s car after failing to stop at 
the off-ramp stop 
sign. 


What made 


—_¢¢-——_ 


due with what they had available. So, 
if they were hungry, they had to go 
out and collect or catch food. 

Their main source of meat was 
from crocodiles, various fishes, 
chicken, wild boar and even turtles. 

“All the kids that lived in these 
various villages would be carrying 
machetes in their hands and even at 
recess they would be practicing there 
skills with the machetes with the 
grass outside,” said Gloria Lopez, a 
presenter at the lecture. 

For the people of these villages, 
the machete is a very important tool 
in their culture. The people of these 
villages actually teach their children 
how to use the weapon properly, 
according to Lopez. 

In one of the villages that the 
missionary visited, 90 percent of the 
women wore red shirts and black 
skirts. If they didn’t have red, then 
they would wear beige. 

Women in these villages were 
very limited for what they could do. 
Girls could be married as early as the 
age of nine, and have multiple hus- 
bands. 

“As you can imagine there is a 
lot of segregation between the males 
and females of these villages,” Lopez 
said. “You have to go in these vil- 
lages and appreciate their cultures”. 

The people of these villages had 
very little money, so they were 


came within inches of hitting them 
in the back of the car. 

She said that the incident was 
only one of many times she has 
experienced a close call at the inter- 
section. 

“The stop sign is obviously not 
enough,” Livdblad said. 

Others said that the speed limit 
and NECC sign seem to cause prob- 
lems. 

McAllister 
said that, with the 
speed limit of 45, 
most drivers go 50 


the Loot og i even It’s a horrible to 55 miles per 
more frightening ~ A hour. He said that 
for Boisvert was Intersection. the roads are far 
that the car ire: too difficult to 
hit her rear dri- maneuver for that 
ver’s side door, —Kathryn Vatcher speed. 

where her baby Another issue 
daughter was that was raised 


seated. The driver 
then gave her the finger and drove 
off. 

“People don’t think that the 
rules apply to them,” Boisvert said. 

Kim Livdblad, another NECC 
student, agreed that the intersection 
is dangerous, and said that she was 
nearly in an accident on Monday, 
Nov. 10. 

Livdblad.said that, on that day, 
she and her friend were pulling out 
onto 110, when she said a car going 


down 110 sped up to get in front of 


them. She said that they pulled out 


into the street, and the other car | 


was the indication 
of where Northern Essex is. Phyllis 
Brace-Cuffy said that, since the col- 
lege is so difficult to find, that many 
drivers only notice the sign when 
they are very close, and they must 
pull in at the last second, and cut off 
other drivers. She also ‘said that 
many new drivers in the area will 
drive slowly, and she believes they 
are at the mercy of faster drivers. 
The reason that nothing has 
been done to the intersection, said 
Andrews, is that the job has not yet 
advanced high enough on the 
Massachusetts Transportation 


Missionaries tell NECC about 
their experiences in Peru 


Eric Dionne photo 


The hammock-type crib, which many babies in Peru slept in, 
was on display during the missionary’s speech at NECC. 


forced to trade things of their own to 
get materials from other villages. 

Missionaries, in general, are a 
group of people that go to different 
places and help out with many differ- 
ent problems, from poverty to just 
teaching things that the USA takes 
for granted, Lopez said. 

The Hospitality Club sponsored 
the presentation, which is a course 
that can be taken here at NECC. The 
students help raise money for needy 
families. 


Intersection sight of many close 
calls for area drivers 


Improvement Plan. This plan ranks 
in the top 50 worst intersections in 
the state, but only the highest 
ranked are addressed by the state. 
Any improvements must go 
through the state, much like college 


A large truck comes out of the I-495 off-ramp while cars pass 
by on Route 110, near the site of the fatal crash. 


construction 
Route 110 is a state highway, and- 
construction must be done by the 
state. 


They also go on field trips to var- | 
ious establishments, like Foxwoods 
casino in Connecticut, and most 
recently Salem, Mass. 

“We have all different cultures 
that attend this class from Thailand, 
England, and many more,” said 
Sandy Kauffman, one of the instruc- 
tors for the hospitality course. The 
president of the hospitality club is 
Barbara Sielicki. 


projects, because 


David Willis photo 
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to help Brackett, but was told by oth- 
ers at the scene to assist Sweet, who 
was in the third car. 

Haverhill Police Sgt. John 
Arahovites said that a medical heli- 
copter was called, but due to the 
heavy rain that was falling, it was 
unable to fly to the scene. 

Vatcher said that the Jaws of Life 
had to be used to remove Brackett 
from the car. 

Arahovites said that she was then 
transported by ambulance to Holy 
Family Hospital in Methuen, where 
she was pronounced dead at 2:31 
p.m. the next day, Nov. 6. 

Dallal, an Andover resident, has 
not yet been charged in the accident, 
but Arahovites said that charges 
could be pending. The accident is 
still under investigation by Haverhill 
police and officer Ed Watson. 
Arahovites said that Watson is still 
working on the reconstruction, and 
test results are still out. 

When contacted, Dallal’s father, 
Gerard Dallal had no comment, other 
than the family was very sorry about 
the accident. 

Sweet was taken by ambulance to 
Merrimack Valley Hospital where 


she was treated and released. 

Sweet was also reached for com- 
ment, but said her lawyer had advised 
against it. 

McAllister said that Brackett’s 
car was very damaged after the crash, 
with the driver’s side door pushed 
almost into the passenger’s seat. He 
said there was also a great deal of 
glass and plastic from the cars scat- 
tered on the street. 

Brackett, who was a resident of 
Portsmouth, N.H., was a business 
and systems development specialist 
at the Merrimac Savings Bank in 
Merrimac, according to Robert 
Twade, the treasure and CFO of the 
bank. 

James E. Gardener, the President 
and CEO of Merrimac Savings Bank, 
said that Brackett was a wonderful 
person who was a joy to have around. 

“Lynne was the epitome of being 
a friend to everyone,” said Gardener. 
“She was always looking to help 
other people.” 

Gardener said that Brackett had 
graduated from UMass Lowell in 
December of 2002 with degrees in 
both informational systems and in 
marketing. 

He said she made such an impact 


Lynne was the epitome of being a friend 
to everyone. She was always looking to 


help other people. 


—James E. Gardener 
CEO, Merrimac Savings Bank 


at the bank as an intern that the board 
of trustees suggested hiring her last 
January. Gardener said the bank 
workers were looking to improve 
their technological skills. He said 
that Brackett was perfect for the job. 

Gardener said Brackett had the 
uncommon ability to both sell com- 
puter software and teach people how 
to use it. She did a great deal of work 
training people on computers. 

Brackett was single, Gardener 
said, and she was very happy with 
her life. He said that she loved her 
job, the people she worked with and 
having fun. He said that she loved to 
get people laughing, and was always 
joking. 


Above his desk, Gardener proud- 
ly displayed a recent picture of 
Brackett dressed in a_ colorful 
Halloween costume. He also had an 
essay by Rachel O’Keefe, a worker at 
the Merrimac savings bank, about 
how cool Brackett was, a tribute that 
was written even before the accident. 

At her funeral, Gardener said 
that, instead of flowers, many donat- 
ed money to the Jimmy Fund, since 
Brackett was such a Red Sox fan. He 
also said that there will soon be a 
Lynne Brackett Scholarship put in 
place at an area high school. 

“She truly made her impact on 
everyone,” Gardener said. 


David Willis photo 


Nicole Sweet, 18, of Amesbury 
was the third car in the acci- 
dent. She was injured, but was 
treated at the hospital and 
released. 


NORTHERN ESSEX STUDENTS 


The UPS 
EARN & 
LEARN 
Program 


You can get up to 


§23,000* 


for College Education Assistance!!! 


“UPS Earn & Learn Program Guidelines Apply: 


NOW HIRING PART-TIME PACKAGE HANDLERS 
AT THE UPS CHELMSFORD FACILITY! 


APPLY TODAY AND GAIN VALUABLE WORK EXPERIENCE 
WITH A GROWING FORTUNE 500 COMPANY. 


ASK YOUR UPS RECRUITER ABOUT: 
¢ UPS Earr: & Learn Program * ConSern® Education Loans « UPS Bonus Program 
¢ FuitTime Benefits with a Part-Time Job « Great Starting Weekly Pay « And Much Morel! 


To Set Up An Appointment With Your On-Campus Recruiter, 
Call Our Phone Mail: 
Rosa (Haverhill Campus): 978-441-3691 Ext. 4038 
David (Haverhill Campus): 978-441-3691 Ext. 4021 
Yaneira (Lawrence Campus): 978-441-3691 Ext. 4010 
Or Call: 978-441-3400 


An Equal Opportunity Employer 


IPS and the UPS brancimars 
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Compiled by the Observer staff 
from AP wire reports 


Bush says US will not 
spend years and years 
as occupier in Iraq 


WASHINGTON (AP) In the 
face of continuing violence and a 
mounting death toll of American 
troops, the Bush administration 
says the United States won't 
spend years as an occupier in Iraq 
and plans to quickly cede power 
to a new government. 

As the number of Americans 
killed in Iraq passed the 400 mark 
on Saturday, the Iraqi Governing 
Council endorsed a White House 
proposal to form a_ provisional 
government by June. The transfer 
of power would provide 
President Bush a strategy to pull 
out U.S. troops as guerrilla war- 
fare escalates. 

Word of the new plan came 
on a day that two Black Hawk 
helicopters collided and crashed, 
possibly the result of enemy 
groundfire. The military says 17 
American soldiers died, making 
the incident the worst single loss 
of life since Bush ordered the 
U.S.-led invasion to overthrow 
Iraqi leader Saddam Hussein. 

“We did the Iraqi people a 
great favor by removing him, and 
so | wouldn’t be surprised that 
any kind of violence is promoted 
by him, but I don’t know, Bush 
said in an interview with David 
Frost for PBS-BBC's “Breakfast 
with David Frost.” 

Bush said the United States 
will not spend “years and years” 
in Iraq as a new government 
takes shape. 


Hillary defends field of 
Democratic candidates 


DES MOINES, Iowa (AP) 
Rivals for the Democratic presi- 
dential rivals were highlighting 
their differences and raising 
money Saturday, with the high- 
flying Howard Dean getting much 
of the fire and complaining of 
“gang tackling.” 

Six of the nine candidates 
took part in the lowa Democratic 
Party's biggest annual fund-rais- 
ing dinner, moderated by New 
York Sen. Hillary Rodham 
Clinton. They were making their 
case to more than 7,500 activists 
in a state where precinct caucuses 
begin the presidential nominating 
season. 

Clinton rejected arguments 
that Democrats were offering a 
second-rate field of candidates, 
saying the criticism reminded her 
of what was said the year her hus- 
band won office. 

“Never forget: Pundits and 
polls don’t pick presidents. People 
pick presidents and that’s what's 
going to happen,” Clinton said. 


Crackdown on young 
drivers in N.H. 


CONCORD, N.H. (AP) New 
Hampshire's director of motor 
vehicles has proposed a law that 
would suspend the licenses of dri- 
vers under 20 who commit mov- 
ing violations. 
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NECC forced to get new 
MassPIRG coordinator 
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“I’m really excited because the 
students here are fantastic,’ Carey 
said. 

NECC staff and faculty have wel- 
comed Carey to the college, but feel 
he has a tough position to fill in place 
of Mendoza Kamstra after all her 
achievements during the semester. 


“Leslie’s been a terrific force of 


good on campus this semester. She’s 
helped revitalize the MassPIRG pro- 
gram at Northern Essex and removed 
the doubts people had for it,” stated 
Arthur Barlas, an NECC History and 
Government professor. “There were 
hunger and homelessness drives and 
voter registration campaigns. She’s 
also helped bring a lot of people 
together. I’m very sorry to see her go. 
Patrick has some big shoes to fill. 
Let’s hope he can do it.” 

MassPIRG’s NECC interns were 
pleased with Mendoza Kamstra’s 
presence at the campus. But at the 
same time, they are moving on with 
their projects, looking to the positive 
future with Carey. 

“I’m really looking forward to 
working with Patrick,” said NECC 
student and MassPIRG intern Cailin 
McFarland. “Leslie got a lot done on 
campus, and I feel very fortunate to 


Exiting MassPIRG coordinator Leslie Mendoza Kamstra, left, and 
her replacement Patrick Carey. 


have met her. She is an excellent can- 
didate for UMass Boston.” 

“We're all going to miss Leslie, 
she was just a fantastic person. I’m 
confident Patrick will be able to fill 
her shoes,” expressed Carolyn 
Matthews, another MassPIRG intern. 

Under the new leadership of 
Carey, MassPIRG held a hunger and 
homelessness informational seminar 


Monday, Nov. 17 on the Haverhill 
campus, and is sponsoring a collec- 
tion of Thanksgiving baskets for fam- 
ilies in need. 

“We've had two months of pros- 
perity with MassPIRG at NECC. The 
turnover rate has been incredibly high 
with the group. Hopefully, everything 
will go well,” Brown said. 


Sabbaticals, awards and 
enrollment discussed 


NECC trustees look 
at health care 
workforce numbers 


By Davip WILLIS 
Editor 


Sabbatical leaves, the state of the 
NECC-educated workforce in health 
care, awards for professors, an 
enrollment report and college perfor- 
mance accountability were a few 
things that were addressed at the 
most recent NECC Board of Trustees 
meeting at the Lawrence campus on 
Wednesday, Nov. 5. 

Due to the discussions on sabbat- 
ical leaves at the October trustees 
meeting, NECC professor Sandra 
DeVellis addressed the board on how 
helpful she felt her leave was. 

DeVellis spent her leave devel- 
oping workshops for community 
groups, among other goals in the fall 
and spring semesters of 2001 and 
2002. 

During her time, she conducted 
nine teacher training or parent com- 
munity workshops at area high 
schools on the “Learning 
Community Movement,” which is a 
program about creating a positive 
learning community within the class- 
room. 

She said that she felt she learned 
a great deal from her leave, and it has 
helped her a great deal since she has 
returned to her job at the college. 

“My sabbatical leave allowed me 
the time to learn and focus on my 
areas of interest,” DeVellis said. 

DeVellis thanked the NECC 


board of trustees and administration 
for giving her the opportunity to par- 
ticipate in the helpful experience. 
Sabbatical leaves are offered to fac- 
ulty members, and give them the 
opportunity to work in their field of 
expertise for more experience. 

Also addressed was the success 
of NECC alumni in the workforce in 
health care. 

Jackie L. Long-Goodwin, a doc- 
tor, gave the presentation to the 
board. She said that NECC has a his- 


professor; Paula Pancorbo, a clerk in 
the Lawrence Career Planning and 
Advising Center; and Lorna Walsh, a 
Systems Analyst in the Assessment 
Center, were selected to receive 
awards, after being among numerous 
employees nominated by their peers 
for recognition. 

The trustees also addressed the 
enrollment patterns for the college. 

The college had hoped to simply 
sustain the FTE, or full-time equiva- 
lent, numbers from fall 2002 and 


tory of pro- spring of 2003, 
viding a (ee ee according to 
quality edu- NECC President 
cation to pre- David  Hartleb, 
pare students My sabbatical allowed but the adminis- 
for an entry- tration was 


level position 
in such jobs 


me the time to learn 
and focus on my areas 


thrilled to see that 
the enrollment 


as dental rose .5 percent. 
aaitenis, of interest. rhe gellees be 
nurses, radi- - also had__ peak 
ology techni- —Sandra DeVellis graduation num- 
cians and bers over the past 
EMTs after two years. 

graduation. An __ institu- 


She said that the college helps to 
educate health care workers who are 
not in the public eye. 

She said that NECC graduates 
perform at or above the national 
average for the program, which 
includes many other colleges. 

She said that the quality of this 
program is so important because of 
the current shortage of nurses, and 
many other areas of the health care 
field. 

Also announced were recogni- 
tion awards that will be given to 
three members of the NECC commu- 
nity. 

James Brown, a mathematics 


tional performance accountability 
report, which the state administered 


to state colleges was also addressed 


at the meeting. 

According to the report, NECC 
has showed solid performance in the 
assessment, and has achieved desired 
results. 

It showed consistent progress in 
such areas as maintaining currency in 
campus technology, expanding 
teacher education programs and 
workforce development. 

The trustees were also reminded 
of the Top Notch Theater’s perfor- 
mance of “As You Like It,” which 
opened Nov 9. 


World News 


Compiled by the Observer staff 
from AP wire reports 


Chirac to address 
rising anti-Semitism 
in France 


PARIS (AP) Following the 
weekend fire at a suburban Jewish 
school, President Jacques Chirac 
has summoned ministers to discuss 
rising anti-Semitism. Their meet- 
ing is to be followed by a meeting 
with Jewish community leaders. 

The pre-dawn fire Saturday 
destroyed some 3,000 square 
meters (32,290 square feet) of the 
second floor of the Merkaz 
Hatorah private school in suburban 
Gagny. No one was injured. 

Interior Minister Nicolas 
Sarkozy said the arson attack had 
“an anti-Semitic and obviously 
racist connotation.” 

Chirac has pressed for a thor- 
ough but speedy investigation and 
said those responsible would be 
punished harshly. 

Jewish schools, temples and 
cemeteries have been hit in anti- 
Semitic attacks that peaked in 2002 
when a Marseille synagogue was 
burned to the ground. 

Rising tensions coincided in 
the past with the crisis between the 
Palestinians and Israel. Many of 
the attacks were blamed on young 
Muslims. 


With slumping ratings, 
Blair pays price for 
supporting Bush 


LONDON (AP) President 
Bush’s state visit to Britain this 
week, conceived as a display of 
trans-Atlantic unity, may simply 
remind Prime Minister Tony Blair 
of the price he is paying for sup- 
porting the war in Iraq. 

Blair’s approval rating has 
slumped since committing British 
troops to the U.S.-led war. Some of 
his own lawmakers accuse him of 
being Bush’s “poodle,” and recent 
polls suggest a majority of Britons 
disapprove of their “special rela- 
tionship” with the United States. 


Hamas leader urges 
extremists to attack 
Israeli and US forces 


BEIRUT, Lebanon (AP) A 
Palestinian militant group leader 
denounced the perpetrators of last 
week’s deadly Riyadh suicide 
bombings and urged armed 
extremists to attack Israeli and 
U.S. forces instead. 

Khaled Mashaal, head of the 
Hamas group’s Damascus-based 
political bureau, also said U.S. 
President George W. Bush had 
underestimated the battle for Iraq, 
as shown by the increasing resis- 
tance to the American-led occupa- 
tion of that Arab country. 

The Nov. 8 al-Qaida-linked 
attack on a residential compound 
in the Saudi capital killed 17 peo- 
ple and injured scores more. The 
attack, in which most of the vic- 
tims were either Arabs or 
Muslims, angered many through- 
out the Middle East and was seen 
as a direct strike on the U.S.-allied 
Saudi royal family. 
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Yolanda shows new fashions at NECC 


By LAUREN CARROLL 
Contributing Reporter 


She lights up the room. She’s the 
ultimate completion to a classy atmos- 
phere with elegant candelabras and a 
delightful piano accompaniment. She’s 
Yolanda. 

“Yolanda — the woman of fashion 
for the Boston area,” said Dolores 
Cleland, a guest at the Annual 
Membership Tea Fundraiser fashion 
show on Nov. 5, where Ms. Yolanda 
herself was the lady of the afternoon. 
“She’s untypically New England.” 

The Women of the NECC were at 
it again, working 


Hollis Colby, with the “magnetic 
eyes,” as Yolanda described her, and 
Stacy Blain, a Miss Massachusetts, 
were the dazzling models. 

“TYolanda] donated everything and 
paid for her own models,” Hartleb 


said. “She is an honorary member of 


the Board.” 

Yolanda seemed to be the perfect 
host for such an event. She entertained 
and shared smiles and laughter with 
everyone. In Yolanda’s words, the 
guests seemed “excited and happy.” 

During the event, she wanted the 
women to “have fun and not take 
themselves seriously. 

“Enjoy [the day] and have fun with 

it. Giving money to 


hard to raise ! é kids and students 
money for the with scholarships, I 
NECC students, love to do,” said 
with Yolanda’s Yolanda donated Yolanda with com- 
help. : . assion. 

“The event everything and paid : She is an amaz- 
sponsors college for her own models. ing woman who 


endowment, stu- 
dent scholarships 
and student pro- 
grams,” said 
Christina Slack, 
the director of 
events, planning and donor research at 
the NECC office of Institutional 
Advancement. 

The conference area in the Bentley 
Library was loaded with women all 
dressed in their finest for the occasion. 
The air was filled with the voices of the 
excited guests, waiting for the show to 
begin. 

“I liked the nice turnout we had,” 
said Pat Hartleb, wife of NECC presi- 
dent David Hartleb. “This is the largest 
turnout, [the Women of NECC] sold 
more tickets than intended.” 

The number of attendees at the 
event was 150. In other words, this 
event was a huge success. The pres- 
ence of Yolanda made the afternoon 
even more enjoyable. She greatly 
entertained the audience with her 
comic commentary. Yolanda intro- 
duced her models and her fashion line 

The filled with 
extravagant hats and glamorous dress 


afternoon was 
wear that could easily trim down a size 
16. From chinchilla to chemise, 
Chanel to Tudachi, the models gave a 
great show of Yolanda’s fashion. 


loves to help the kids 
and she wants to see 


—Pat Hartleb them make _ their 
dreams come true. 
She believes in the 


words: you can be 
anybody you want to be. 

“Today | am a cowboy, tomorrow | 
could be an Yolanda 
expressed with a huge smile. 

Yolanda has owned her store for 36 


astronaut,” 


years, and for 40 years she’s just been 
“kicking around.” 

She originally wanted to help can- 
cer patients by making them wigs, but 
soon found that a wig wasn’t good 
enough to make these people feel 
beautiful. Yolanda went further and 
made make-up and clothes for patients. 
She would do anything to put a smile 
on a person’s face. 

“I came from a poor background 
and I needed to encourage myself,” 
Yolanda explained. She advises others 
to do so as well throughout their lives 

She is in the process of writing a 
book about her life, just another way to 
inspire today’s men and women. 

Yolanda was amazing in every way 
at the fundraiser and made the day a hit 
on campus for all the women guests 

In closing to a fun day she advised 
us all to “laugh a lot, smile a lot; every- 
day’s the best.” 


Lauren Carroll photos 


Yolanda, fashion maven and generous NECC supporter, donated the fashions for the event and 
said raising money for student scholarships is something “I love to do.” 


Above, NECC’s Jean Poth, standing, and 
Pat Hartleb enjoy the festivities of the day. 
At right, one of Yolanda’s elegant models 
wows the crowd. 


NECC Observer takes home award 


By BILL DONOVAN 
News Editor 


NECC’s Observer staff was rec- 
ognized for its efforts over the past 
year at the ACP/CMA Convention 
Saturday, Nov. 8, in Dallas, Texas. 
At the annual awards ceremony, the 
Observer placed as Pacemaker final- 
ists, receiving a plaque to bring back 
to Haverhill. 

Over 2,000 journalism and 
broadcasting students from colleges 
and universities all over the country 
attended the gathering, which ran 
from Nov. 5 to 9 at the Hyatt 
Regency Dallas hotel. ACP/CMA, 
the Associated Collegiate Press and 
College Media Advisers, sponsored 
the 82nd annual convention. 

Prominent national journalists 
such as National Public Radio corre- 
spondent Barbara Bradley Hagerty 
were present at the convention. 


At the keynote address, the 
Observer staff, among many other 
news staffs, packed into a gigantic 
ballroom, in which Hagerty gave a 
speech about her life covering the 
She stressed to the crowd 
ways in which students could meet 
success in the field of reporting and 
newsgathering. 

“Stick with it and trust your feel- 
ings,” Hagerty insisted 


news. 


Hagert also touched upon the 
difficulty of handling reporting dur- 
ing chaotic situations, such as the 
Columbine shootings, which she 
covered. 

“If people don’t feel like talking 
to you or answering questions, don’t 
worry about it, that’s fine. There 
would be days after reporting when I 
would just sit in my car for hours and 
weep,” Hagerty explained. 

Reporting workshops were 
available to students during their 


stay at the Hyatt, and booklets and 
press passes were given out to all 
upon arrival at the resort. During the 
day, the Observer staff took advan- 
tage of the workshops. They attend- 
ed a wide variety of classes, dealing 
with such topics as covering sports 
events, attending and surviving con- 
certs and how to get jobs after grad- 
uation. 

On Saturday, Nov. 8, in an illu- 
minated ballroom of golden lights, 
the Observer staff, amongst a crowd 
of various colleges, received the 
Pacemaker Finalist award. 

Observer Editor David Willis 
proudly walked to the front of the 
ballroom as the rest of the staff 
cheered. 

To celebrate their accomplish- 
ments, the staff and faculty advisor 
Amy Callahan went out for dinner. It 
marked a great conclusion to an 
exciting and successful trip. 


Staff photo 
Observer staff members display their award. Clockwise from left: 
Sheila Bailey, Stevin Bartholomew, Jared Pendak, David Willis, 
Jillian Stanton, Amy Callahan (faculty advisor), Bill Donovan and 
Mike Burke. 
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‘As You Like Iv 
is hkable 


Top Notch Theater gave us 
“As You Like It” 


By SHEILA BAILEY 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 


“As You Like It” at the Top Notch Theater 
was not terrible, but it wasn’t the best play I’ve 
ever seen either. Maybe I judge too harshly, | 
don’t know. 

It was funny, I laughed in all the places | 
was supposed to laugh and so did the rest of the 
audience. The actors were all enthusiastic and 
energetic. I could even understand the majority 
of what most of them were saying. 

I wonder if, instead of trying to speak 
Shakespeare and do an English accent at the 
same time, some actors should have kept their 
own accents in order to be able to concentrate 
more on the words. | had a great deal of trouble 
figuring out what the actor playing Orlando was 
saying, especially in his beginning monologue. 

I liked the use of minimal set dressings, in 
this case just a bridge later converted to a mossy 
hill, and a few fake trees. | also liked the music 
used. 

Here’s the setup. A woman named Rosalind 
is living with her uncle and cousin because her 
uncle has banished his brother, Rosalind’s 
father. Her father has been banished to the 
Forest of Arden. The. “forest” is played by a 
small group of adorable “trees” that react to the 
scenes around them. 

In a random and illogical moment, the Duke 
banishes Rosalind, fearing that she might 
become a traitor like her father. Rosalind’s 
cousin Celia takes her side and together they run 
away to the Forest of Arden. Rosalind dresses 
as a man, and they drag the court jester along 


with them. 

Because that’s just what you want to bring 
with you when you’re running away to live as 
an outlaw. Orlando seems to feel the same way, 
because for reasons that weren’t made clear, he 
also decides to run away to the forest. He drags 
not only a servant but a giant piece of luggage. 

Orlando writes bad poetry for Rosalind and 
posts it on all the trees, which Rosalind finds. 
She confronts him, dressed as a man and con- 
vinces him to “practice” wooing his lady with 
her. This is amusing, especially if you realize 
the original Rosalind was probably played by a 
boy. So.it would have been a boy, dressed as a 
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Orlando is not 
very bright, [’m 


girl, dressed as a boy, pretending to be a girl. 
But as with most of these types of perfor- 
mances, the actress playing Rosalind is not ter- 
ribly convincing as a man. Orlando is not very 
bright, I’m thinking. 

There are a lot of confusing subplots involv- 
ing outlaws and farmers and shepherds and var- 

_ ious people wanting to get married that I did not 
quite follow. I am not sure if this was because of 
the original structure of the play, or because the 
actors did not make it clear. 

The actor playing “Sir Oliver”, a priest, 
chose to have a lisp. It was hilarious but I’m not 
sure why he had one. Oh, who cares why, it was 
funny. It was a decent show, but I think the con- 
fusing material held them back. 


‘Tupac: Resurrection’ 
is portrait of rapper 


(KRT) In the end, Tupac has the last 
word. 

Rapper and “thug life” revolutionary, 
artist and articulate spokesman for his art, 
hard-hearted criminal and mama’s boy, 
the many sides of Tupac Shakur have fas- 
cinated documentary filmmakers since 
his 1996 murder. 

But “Tupac: Resurrection,” directed 
by Lauren Lazin and produced by 
Shakur’s mother, is the rapper, speaking 
of his hard life and music, his mistakes 
and triumphs, and even his impending 
death, in his own words. 

That family cooperation means that 
this Tupac doc is full of his music, his 
videos, his home movies and family pho- 
tos. Every audio or video interview he 
ever did was available. 

And even though the result is some- 
thing of a valentine to a guy who was, in 
essence, a brilliant poser whose death 
seemed triggered by his believing his 
own tough-guy hype, the many blunders 
and missteps he made are thoroughly 
documented. Lazin doesn’t sugar-coat 
Shakur’s run-ins with the law, both as a 
victim and guilty-as-sin punk who 
brought grief on himself and others. 

Unlike the other Tupac docs, 
such as Nick Broomfield’s notorious 
“Biggie and Tupac,” this one doesn’t con- 
cern itself much with who killed him or 
why he died. Lazin’s film celebrates the 
life and lets him tell his own story. This is 
how Tupac saw himself _ mercurial, arro- 
gant, ambitious, with talent to burn and 
“a really big mouth.” 

His close relationship with his 
Black Panther mother is shown. He talks 
about his influences, which will shock 
most _ Don McLean’s folk ode to Van 
Gogh, “Vincent,” was a favorite song. 

He charms. He flirts. He seduces. 


And he’s wicked quick with quip. He 
shows off the marks from a police beating 
to a TV interviewer. 

Of course, the quintessential “hard” 
man wouldn’t be too pleased to show that 
picture of him in ballet tights. But as 
paranoid and violent as he seemed, he 
started life on a star search, writing poet- 
ry, break dancing and rapping until he got 
his break. 

And he wasn’t done, yet. A genuinely 
charismatic movie star, Shakur was just 
emerging in Hollywood when his police 
troubles and then his murder stopped a 
promising new career. 

Lazin’s film presents Tupac Shakur 
as a Lenny Bruce figure, persecuted, 
attacked by the system and probably mur- 
dered by it. Journalists have pointed the 
triggerman’s finger at cops, and “Biggie 
and Tupac” filmmaker Broomfield lays 
the blame for the murder on Death Row 
Records honcho Suge Knight. The police 
don’t seem to care. 

Some of the sound in the film 
feels edited, as if Lazin flipped around 
the wording to make Shakur seem more 
prophet than pop star. But it’s hard not to 
see a singer who rapped “Who will 
mourn me,” and “looking at my life 
through a rear view mirror ... time to die” 
as prescient. 

And she utterly glosses over some of 
his criminal activity _ the time he shot a 
couple of cops is barely mentioned. 

But this is it, the complete “thug life,” 
everything you wanted to know about the 
man, his history, his music. Knowing that 
its brilliant subject died at just 25 makes 
“Tupac: Resurrection” as poignant as it 
is informative. Running time: 1 hour, 49 
minutes Industry rating: R, for strong lan- 
guage and images of drugs, violence and 
sex. 


Fringe Players present “Complete Works of 
Shakespeare (abridged)” at The Firehouse 


Opening night to benefit 
Hawrylciw theater to be 
built on Haverhill campus 


The Fringe Players, a group of NECC 
theater alumni, will present their debut pro- 
duction, “The Complete Works of William 
Shakespeare (abridged)”, at the Firehouse 
Center for the Arts in Newburyport. 
Performances will run Thursday through 
Sunday, November 20-30. 

All performances at the Firehouse will 
begin at 7:30 p.m., except for Sundays which 
will begin at 5 p.m. 

The Opening Night performance on Nov. 
20 will be a benefit designed to raise funds 
for the Chester W. Hawrylciw Theater, which 
will be constructed in the Spurk Building on 
the college’s Haverhill Campus. A native of 
Newburyport, Hawrylciw was associate dean 
of humanities, human services & social sci- 
ences at Northern Essex and a champion of 
the arts at the college. He died unexpectedly 
in August of 2002. Tickets for this perfor- 
mance will be $20 and include a reception. 

The cast is comprised of graduates of the 
college who are attending four-year colleges 
or working full-time in the community 
including Matthew Carr of Salem, N.H.; Paul 
Melendy of North Andover; and Mark 


Morrison, a Georgetown native, now living 
in Haverhill. John Sefel, a Salem, N.H., 
native, now living in Andover, is the director, 
and Cheri Reina-Thunstrom, a native of 
Methuen, now living in Andover, and Jenny 
Giorato of Methuen, are serving as stage 
crew and technical staff. 

This hilarious comedy is written by 
Adam Long, Daniel Singer, and Jess 
Winfield with additional material by Reed 
Martin, according to Jim Murphy, an adjunct 
professor at Northern Essex who is providing 
artistic and production direction for The 
Fringe Players. 

“A cast of three actors presents the seem- 
ingly impossible task of condensing all 37 of 
Shakespeare’s plays into just 97 minutes,” 
Murphy said. 

This play takes a brief satirical approach 
to over 30 of Shakespeare’s best plays. 

So if you’re looking for a good time and 
to contribute to a good cause, this production 
is not to be missed. 

Opening night is Thursday, Nov 20 at 
7:30. There will be six additional showings 
through the end of November. 

Tickets for all performances except the 
benefit are $14 for adults, $10 for students 
and seniors and can be purchased at the 
Firehouse Box Office, 978 462-7336, 
www.firehouse.org. 


File photo 


The Fringe Players will perform in Newburyport. Shown left to right in photo are 
Matthew Carr of Salem, NH, Paul Melendy of North Andover, and J. Mark Morrison 


of Heverhill. 
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A new book talks 
about the origins of 
this infamous band 


By PAUL J. BROWN 
Contributing Reporter 


This review will commence with 
an admission of bias on my part. I 
have been a KISS fan for nearly 18 
years. I’m talking about KISS, the 
greasepaint-clad rock group, not 
KISS, the laundry detergent, femi- 
nine hygiene product, or whatever 
Gene Simmons is pasting the image 
and logo of his group to presently. | 
own most of their vast album and 
video catalogue, multiple bootlegs, 
and have seen them live four times 
between 1990 - 1998. My biggest 
interest with KISS was, who were 
they and why did they use extreme 
measures in looks and sound to dom- 
inate the rock scene of 1970s 
America? 

The analogy that could sum up 
my quest to peel back the layers of 
history, mythology and hyperbole 
was very much akin to Icarus flying 
closer to the sun than he ought to 
have. A lot of those zealous tenden- 
cies, once incited by the bar chords 
of “Love Gun,” or being minutes 
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Behind the mythology and hyperbole 


away from the house lights dim- 
ming, just as a godlike voice herald- 


ed “YOU WANTED THE BEST, 
AND YOU GOT THE BEST! THE 
HOTTEST BAND IN THE 


WORLD...KISS!” were dosed on 
Ritalin and put in a corner. 

“KISS-Behind The Mask” 
(Warner Books), an authorized biog- 
raphy written with David Leaf and 
Ken Sharp is not the first KISS bio 
I’ve read, meaning it’s not quite the 
best written account of the band’s 
history; however, the material within 
is still worth thumbing through. 

The book’s chapters are divided 
into three sections, part one contains 
lost interviews conducted with the 
original KISS lineup of Paul Stanley, 
Gene Simmons, Ace Frehley and 
Peter Criss, dating back to 1979. 


These inter- 
views, according to the foreword, 
were meant to be a manuscript for a 
book to be released around the early 
80s, but fell through unexpectedly 
until now. Each of the members, 
along with ex-manager Bill Aucoin 
and Casablanca Records founder 
Neil Bogart, tell a decent tale about 
four boys from New York who 
would make the transition from club 
gigs to shock-value panderers imple- 
menting kabuki theater and S&M, to 
being entertainment for the whole 
family, onstage and in the hotel 
room! 

Reading these conversations 
from that period of time, one would- 
n’t expect that, easygoing as KISS 
were, internal problems caused by 
drugs, alcohol, sycophants and egos 


Truly original “Tenacious D” 
releases new CD 


By DEREK BEDARD 
Contributing Reporter 


Most people have heard of the 
actor Jack Black, the star of such films 
as “School of Rock,” “Shallow Hal” 
and “Orange County.” Now did you 
know Black is an accomplished musi- 
cian as well? It’s true, Jack, along with 
fellow guitarist Kyle Gass make up the 
greatest rock band in the world, 
“Tenacious D.” This group was formed 
in 1994 and have been rocking off and 
on (mostly off in the last year or so due 
to Black’s movie career) with such 
songs as “Tribute,” “Kyle Quit the 
Band” and “Kielbasa.” “The D” has 
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Now, did you know 
Jack Black is an 
accomplished 
musician as well? 


been rocking fans and amazing audi- 
ences ever since. 

To celebrate their almost tenth 
anniversary as a group, Epic Records 
has released a 2-disc DVD set entitled 
“Tenacious D: The Complete 
Masterworks,” which includes a full 
concert as well as all the hard to find 
(legally) HBO tv shows chronicling 
their improbable rise to glory. The 
show, by the way, was replaced by a lit- 
tle show called “The Sopranos.” 

On the second disc, there are addi- 
tional tv performances as well as a doc- 
umentary that takes you, the fan, on the 
road with “The D,” as well as some 
short films made by the group. 


would start to deal damage to the 
band less than a year later. 

Section 2 examines the lean 
years of KISS after the 70s. Peter 
Criss is fired, Eric Carr arrives, Ace 
quits the band out of disgust and 
alcoholism and other fun things you 
can do if you’re in a rock band. The 
chapters in this section talk about the 
80s KISS, where the band struck up 
lucrative controversy by dropping 
their trademark makeup in favor of a 
hair-band stylized image (cringe.) 

There are road stories, 
interviews about the wallet bloating 
1996-97 reunion tour and even com- 
ments by industry peers such as Joey 
Ramone and The Who’s Roger 
Daltry. Not a bad segment, but it 
could use a bit less filler. Speaking 
of filler, if you ever wanted to know 


how Gene came up with the lyrics 
for the song “No, No, No”, then 
Section 3 of the book will answer 
your questions. 

This section chronicles the entire 
album discography of KISS from 
Paul and Gene’s best left unreleased 
Wicked Lester sessions to 1998's 
“Psycho Circus”. 

Comments on each record are 
made by the band in all of its incar- 
nations, engineers and producers like 
Bob Ezrin (Alice Cooper; Jane’s 
Addiction,) Eddie Kramer (Jimi 
Hendrix; Led Zeppelin); songwriters 
like Desmond Child (Ricky Martin) 
and Diane Warren (Aerosmith) and 
even comments on the album cover 
designs. This section is actually 
intriguing because no other KISS 
book I’ve read examines their musi- 
cal work this deep. 

Despite my somewhat ambiva- 
lent stance on the group and their 
current activities (such as touring 
with Aerosmith and Black N’ Blue’s 
Tommy Thayer playing dress-up as 
Ace Frehley), “KISS-Behind The 
Mask” was a fairly decent read, even 
if it can’t eclipse Motley Crue’s “The 
Dirt”. U'd end this review with a 
clever pun relating to “Rock and 
Roll All Nite” but that’s as worn out 
as the bedsprings of KISS’ last 
encores at The Red Roof Inn. 


NECC winter 
concert Dec. 6-7 


Hilarious actor Jack Black, left, is also a successful musician. 


The “Tenacious D” show aired on 
HBO in the late 1990's, but only lasted 
for 3 episodes. Each episode contained 
2 shorter episodes which display the 
true ups and downs of a rock group 
with almost no fan following (fiction 
wise, anyways.) The tv shows largely 
helped create the fan following which 
has been built up around “Tenacious 
Dx 

Now, since “Tenacious D” has not 
performed in the Boston area since the 
WBCN 104.1 annual “River Rave” in 
2002, the band has no immediate plans 
to return to the area. You must be ask- 
ing yourself how to witness “The D” 
in all their rocking glory. 

Well, you can support Black’s bud- 


ding film career (and Gass’s too) by 
purchasing their self-titled album, or 
by buying their new DVD, which is in 
stores now and priced rather cheaply. 

However, if you are willing to wait 
until late 2004, then you are in luck, as 
New Line Cinema is scheduled to 
release the official “Tenacious D” film, 
titled “Tenacious D: In the Pick of 
Destiny,” which is just a big-budget 
version of their tv shows. 

No matter what you do to support 
it, there is one thing you must know, 
that Jack Black and Kyle Gass may not 
rock out as much with electric guitars 
like Jimi Hendrix did, but unlike 
Hendrix, they can call themselves “the 
greatest band in the world.” 


NECC’s Winter Concert is 
slated for Saturday, Dec.6 at 
7:30 p.m. and Sunday, Dec. 7 
at 2:00 p.m. in the library con- 
ference area in Haverhill. 

Concert selections will be 
performed by student members 
of the Performance Ensemble 
under the direction of Mike 
Finegold, and student mem- 
bers of the NECC Chorus, 
under the direction of Sabrina 
Quintana. 

The NECC Chorus will be 
performing a varied program 
on their Winter Concert. 
Included are some Venezuelan 
Christmas Carols, Voices of 


Terezin, and a medley of music 
from Guys and Dolls. 

The Venezuelan Christmas 
Carols are arranged by Bruce 


Trinkley. Sung in Spanish, 
carols, La Jornada and Como 
Busca EI Tierno Infante, will 
feature soloists,- Michelle 
Colon and Sean Gaff. 

Found in Terezin, a con- 
centration camp in Prague that 
was established in 1942, was a 
collection of poems written by 
the children held there. Aaron 
Rosenthal, who received his 
training in composition at 
Boston University, set three of 
these poems to music. Voices 
of Terezin, published in 1999, 
includes: I. To Olga, sends a 
powerful message of idyllical- 
ly of sailing to Morocco. The 
child-poet evokes others to 
“just look up to heaven and 
think of the violets” in the 
midst of desolation. Il. The 


Little Mouse, as observed by 
the child, is playfully personi- 
fied as having a home and a 
daddy-mouse that watches 
after him. III. The Butterfly 
captures the grim essence of 
living in a concentration camp 
when the child-poet states, 
“that butterfly was the last one. 
Butterflies don’t live in here, 
in the ghetto”. 

Choreographed by Sean 
Gaff and Briana Berthiaume, 
the medley from Guys and 
Dolls (written by Frank 
Loesser and arranged by Mac 
Huff) will feature several 
NECC soloists. Selections 
include: Guys and Dolls, Luck 
Be A Lady, Fugue For 
Tinhorns, A Bushel And A 
Peck, If 1 Were A Bell, I’ve 
Never Been In Love Before, 
Adelaide’s Lament, and Sit 
Down You're Rockin’ The 
Boat. 

The members of the NECC 
chorus are: Charles Barry, 
Briana Berthiaume, Jillian 
Blay, Michelle Colon, 
Jeannine’ Dorian, Stacy 
Drouin, Justin Hudon, Sean 
Gaff, Peter Robertson, Kushal 
Sherpa, Victor Sherpa, Janel 
Tejada, and Darryl Swett. 

The chorus is conducted 
by NECC faculty member, 
Sabrina Quintana and will be 
open to new membership at the 
beginning of the Spring term. 
Interested parties are encour- 
aged to contact Ms. Quintana: 
SQuintana@nece.mass.edu. 
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The Quigmans By Buddy Hickerson KRT 


WHATS SO 
FANCY ABouT THis 
os FEAST? ——— 


0° Ti buwe Mele Serwers 


Comics page com 


"I MORTGAGED THe House To 
LeVeRAGE -BVYOUT THE BUSINESS THAT 
Owes THe MON€Y To THE BANK THaTS 
ABOUT To GO INSOLVENT THAT LOANED 

Me THE Money For 
THe House.” 
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“Isn't he cute? | bought him at a 
damaged merchandise sale at the pet shop.” 


T HAVE No NEED 
TO DECEWE OTHERS 
BECAUSE I'M HONEST 

WITH MYSELE 


tT UNDERSTAND 
WHO T AM AND WHAT 


MY LIFE MEANS, 


I SLEEP SOUNDLY 
AT NIGHT BECAUSE 
T HAVE PEACE OF MIND, 


I PRIDE MYUSELE 
ON MY REPUTATION 
FoR SPEAKING 
FRANELY. 


RECAUSE T AM 
SELE- ACCEPTING, I 
Am FILLED WITH 
30Y AT THE Success 
OF oTHERS, 


How do You 


Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Advancements 
6 Fellows 
9 Phooey! 
14 Aluminum 
maker 
15 Gabor sister 
16 Take flight to 
unite 
17 Legal claims 
Sole cleaner 
Pooped 
Singer Easton 
Ames and Koch 
Meat paste 
Fisherman 
Flow out 
Bard’s river 
Beer glasses 
Tin Man’s cure- 
all 
Statutes 
Lake Erie port 
“The Gold Bug” 
penner 
“Gunsmoke” star 
Beginnings 
Director Burton 
Lumberjack’s 


cry 
“Trinity” author 
Opening-day 
pitcher 
Language 
quirks 
Satisfy fully 
Grant or Majors 
Actor Nielsen 
Pre-owned 
Part of GTE 
Impede 

57 Group of lions 

59 _ hadii upto 
here! 

60 Opera songs 
Capp's hero 
Adult male 
Sudden onrush 
Placards 
Gallery display 
Cromwell's 
earidom 


DOWN 
Guy's sweetie 
The Greatest 
Lipinski's 
surface 

4 Flapdoodile 
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5 Miss Universe's 
panes Solutions 


6 Keepsake 
7 Christian gospel 
8 Portman or 


2 [+] 
BG 


FROM BEING OPEN 
AND VULNERABLE. 


T LovE MUSELE 
SoT CAN LOVE 


THE WoRLD 
ON CONDITIONALLY, 


Oni ~aowIAlIW hO£007@D ALwrianse CAAA Ha AWA EARP ATL) 


HAVEN'T You Noticep? 
I'M A CONNIVING, 
SOCIO PATHIC, LYING 


< 


Maines 


9 Jazz pianist 
Oscar 
10 Lost traction 
11 Grade-B 
Westerns 


ful <fojul 
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ai-|> 


12 Barbary Coast 


denizen 
13 Marry 


HEBOEOME 


21 Area of 
Manhattan 

23 Of a certain 
speech sound 


BORO) BEOEERE 


BEES Oe 
BEORE oo 


io Jw} |u| o]z| 


24 Excessive 


desire for wealth 
25 Local legislative 


assembly 43 Author of “The 


27 Countersigned 

29 Black mica 

30 Worthy of 
worship 

38 Jerry and Ben 

40 Rustling 


Sound of 
Waves” 

44 Venezuelan 
currency 

45 Distinguished 

54 Biblical garden 


56 Comfort 

57 Pops 

58 Hitter's stat 

61 Tax grp. 

62 Long span of 
time 

63 Form datum 
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Holiday Fashion Tips 


Make sure you're the 


hit of your holiday 
party this year 


By JILLIAN STANTON 
Fashion Editor 


It is the time of 


year again for 
Thanksgiving 
turkeys, Christmas 
trees, and of 
course, the 
inevitable holiday 
party. No one 


wants to be caught 
in last year’s fashion, do they? Well, 
do not worry, | have come to show 
you what to wear and what not to 
wear this holiday season. 

1 know that everyone thinks it is 
cute to dress up according to the hol- 
iday, but that’s what everyone does. 
So, try to be original, and try to stand 
out. Take something you already 
have in your closet and dress it up 
ba 


+ 


(KRT) 

For week of Nov. 17-23, 2003: 

Aries (March 21-April 20). Over 
the next few days, close relatives may 
rely on your advice, wisdom and 
social counsel. After Monday, expect 
loved ones to reveal their private 
thoughts or ask probing questions. 
Group ethics, planned celebrations or 
complicated social invitations may be 
at issue. Be diplomatic but push for 
valid answers. Detailed explanations 
will soon bring emotional clarity. 
Later this week, financial restrictions 
will steadily fade. Remain open. New 
sources of income are highlighted. 

Taurus (April’ 21-May 20). 
Money discussions may be unusually 
complex over the next four days. 
Friends, relatives or long-term part- 
ners will easily misinterpret key 
financial information, schedules or 
promises. Clarity may prove difficult. 
Expect temporary mistakes, ongoing 
disagreements and costly errors. After 
midweek, new friendships, creative 
group events and:light workplace flir- 
tations will help build confidence. 
Accept all invitations. Social isolation 
and romantic doubt need to end. 

Gemini (May 21-June 21). 
Emotional vitality will be low this 


week. After an intense phase of 


romantic or business progress, many 
Geminis may need to rest and 
regroup. Share all ideas with trusted 
companions and find positive ways to 
regain perspective. Recently _ dis- 
cussed career plans will soon be put 


a 


Black is the color 
this holiday season. 


for the occasion. 

It is all about glamour this holi- 
day season. Dress up for the night- 
the holidays only come once a year, 
make it a memorable time of year. 
When you look good, you feel good. 

Black is the color for this holi- 
day season. If you go in to a 
respectable store, the majority of the 
latest dresses will be in black. 

For any sort of holiday party, 
you cannot go wrong with the “little 
black dress.” Every girl has one and 
if you’re one of the few that hasn’t 
gone and got one, you can go to any 
local department store and pick one 
up for under forty dollars. I can guar- 
antee you will be wearing it again 
and again. 

Dress it up with some acces- 
sories like a light scarf or shawl. 
Also a nice pair of sparkling earrings 


into action. Later this week, loved 
ones may demand extra private time 
for reflection. Family financial deci- 
sions or new romantic commitments 
may be key issues. Stay motivated. 

Cancer (June 22-July 22). Late 
Tuesday, a close colleague may offer a 
rare glimpse into office politics. 
Hidden alliances, subtle permissions 
may be accented. 
Remain quietly detached and gather 
useful information. Better opportuni- 
ties for advancement will arrive later 
next week. After Friday, romantic 
decision and creative sensuality are 
highlighted. Someone close may wish 
to explore a new level of commitment 
and trust. Carefully consider all con- 
sequences. Passions will be high. 

Leo (July 23-Aug. 
Yesterday's friendships require com- 
pletion. After Tuesday, expect distant 
companions, old lovers or 
acquaintances to reappear. 
Unresolved relationships may soon be 
the focus of intimate discussions. 
Respond quickly to passionate 
demands, complex proposals and rare 
invitations. Someone close may need 
to reaffirm 
Friday through Sunday, minor home 
tensions are bothersome. If possible, 
avoid detailed or serious financial 
decisions. 

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). Group 
dynamics and social identity are 
strong themes this week. Pay special 
attention to fast changes in business 
relationships or rare challenges to 


or favoritism 


22). 


past 


his or her affections 


and bracelet, and do not forget the 
shoes. If you were wearing a simple 
black dress, I would go a little crazy 
with the shoes. Try ones with some 
sparkles or rhinestones. 

If you are not really a glamour 
girl there are other things you can do 
to make sure you are the hit of the 
party. Instead of the little black 
dress, try a pair of nice black pants 
and a black shirt, with a vivid col- 
ored scarf 

Another good idea to make the 
holidays a little different from every 
other family party is: do something 
different with your hair. If you 
always wear your hair down, pin it 
up for the night. Nothing too fancy, 
but different. 

If you always wear it up, change 
it up, and wear it down. Put some 
curls or nice barrettes in your hair— 
just do something different. It is a 
special time of year and you want to 
make it the best it can be. 

The holidays are a time for cele- 
bration of family, friends, and great 
clothing. SO, take advantage of this 
one a year time to dress up to the 
nines and go Glam for a night. 


your public image. Refuse to be 
derailed. At present, positive displays 
of confidence will bring fast improve- 
ments and meaningful financial 
results. After Thursday, plan unique 
romantic or social encounters. 
Someone close may be feeling lonely 
or unappreciated, Don't disappoint. 
Complicated relationships require 
nurturing. 

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). After 
Tuesday, younger friends or relatives 
rely heavily on your advice. Business 
strategies, workplace conflict or 
career choices may be central themes. 
Monday through Wednesday, watch 
also for a sincere romantic flirtation or 
social invitation. Explore all possibili- 
Cozy, private encounters will 
soon lead to lasting commitment. 
Librans born after 1973 may 
encounter a rare social triangle. Stay 
focused. Ethical proposals and quick 
decisions are accented. 

Scorpio (Oct. 24-Noy. 
Although draining, minor family dis- 
putes will be easily resolved this 
week. Before midweek, expect room- 
mates or relatives to be moody, tem- 
peramental or quick to judge. Take 
none of it personally. Loved ones need 
extra time to resolve inner conflicts, 
social regrets or business disappoint- 
ments. Late Friday, a complex but 
exciting flirtation may 4urn passion- 
ate. Ask for extra time. New relation- 
ships, exotic travel or unusual leisure 
activities will soon compete for atten- 
tion. 


ties 


also 
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Weekly fashion 


advice 


Jackets aren t just 
for warmth anymore, 
make them part of 
your outfit 


By JILLIAN STANTON 
Fashion Editor 


There is nothing more impor- 
tant when going out at night than 
having the cutest outfit. 
Unfortunately for us, we live in 
New England, which means snow 


go concertive and preppy with a 
pea coat or go a little glamour with 
a nice leather jacket. 

This year many designers have 
created many different looks for 
all of us to choose from when 
picking out our winter coat. 

One big trend that is all over 
the runways is fur (fake of course) 
and suede. No matter where you 
go that is all you will see. 

Another cute trend that I have 
seen is the full-length jacket. If 
you are all dressed up, a full- 
length jacket dresses it up that 
much more. 

If you are short like myself, I 
would recommend getting a full- 


————— 


You can go conservative and preppy 
with a pea coat, or go glam with a nice 


leather jacket. 


and ten degrees below zero nights. 
However, the good sides to all 
this is that you get to wear a win- 
ter jacket. 
There are many different types 
and styles of winter coats. You can 


Sagittarius (Nov. 23-Dec. 21). 
Career ambitions are revitalized this 
week. Late Tuesday, expect romantic 
partners or family members to intro- 
duce fresh business ideas, money 
schedules or job announcements. In 
the coming weeks, both emotional 
and financial security will increase. 
Respond honestly to all proposals or 
suggestions. After Thursday, a recent 
dispute will be quickly 
resolved. Friends and close colleagues 
will sincerely ask for forgiveness. All 
is well. Don't hold back. 

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 20). 
Loved ones may wish to examine past 
family history, outdated social 
promises or complex group events. 
No serious or lasting consequences 
can be expected, so not to worry. Do, 
however, provide clear indications of 
your home values or long-term philos- 
ophy. A detailed explanation of 
lifestyle choices may also be needed. 
Late Saturday, past lovers or old 
friends may appear without warning. 
Memories and expectations are high. 
Remain detached, if possible. 

Aquarius (Jan. 21-Feb. 19). 
Before midweek, workplace diploma- 
cy may bring .important. break- 
throughs. Friends and colleagues will 
offer unexpected criticism or misin- 
formation. Patiently provide direction. 
At present, your guidance and social 
expertise will be greatly appreciated 
by fellow workers. Managers and offi- 
cials will deny involvement. Don't 
confront. Later this week, recently 


social 


length coat it would make you lot 
even shorter. 

No matter what s 
jacket you get just m 
fun and glamours. Its t 
to go! 


le or color 
e sure its 
only way 


despondent lovers and long-term 
friends will expect new promises. Be 
honest. Your observations are valid. 


Pisces (Feb. 20-March 20). 
Romantic flirtations on the work 
scene should be carefully avoided this 
week. New colleagues or customers 
may soon reveal their deeper emotion- 
al needs. Stay balanced and allow oth- 
ers a gentle alternative to social con- 
troversy. Unproductive triangles may 
prove costly. Wednesday through 
Saturday, family members admit to 
unusual financial or business mis- 
takes. Propose creative partnerships 
and ask for detailed paperwork. 
Shared solutions will bring fast 
results. 

If your birthday is this week ... 
A recent phase of romantic disinterest 
or arguments between friends will 
soon fade. After Dee. 3, watch for a 
powerful wave of sensuality and 
social excitement to arrive. Over the 
next five months, previously strained 
relationships and new friendships will 
experience a rekindled awareness of 
intimacy and trust. If possible, vital 
family or romantic decisions should 
be finalized by late April. Much of 
2004 will focus on revised partner- 
ships and home planning. After mid- 
June, watch also for a complex job 
assignment. or new educational pro- 
gram to demand attention. Loved ones 
may outline changing priorities or rare 
conflicts. Don't be derailed. This is a 
powerful year for romantic and busi- 
ness success. 
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Some of the things that make for a 
great Thanksgiving holiday 


By JUSTIN LINDSTROM 
Contributing Reporter 


People have many different tra- 
ditions and reasons that they enjoy 
Thanksgiving and the holiday season 
that is upon us. 

From the different activities to 
the foods and the places that people 
celebrate, everyone 
has their own way of 
spending their time 
during the holiday 
season. 

Many enjoy 
watching the different 
football games that 
are on TV 
Thanksgiving Day. 

“The Detroit 
Lions and the Dallas Cowboys 
always lose on Thanksgiving Day,” 
said Randy Celaya about watching 
Thanksgiving Day games. 

Others enjoy going back to 
watch their high school football team 
play the Thanksgiving Day game. 


Like Long Leorwing at Uorthour Essex Community College invites you to a 


“I will be going to the 
Georgetown High School football 
game to see old friends and to watch 
my brother play his last game before 
he graduates,” said Christina Mullin, 
a senior at Westfield State College. 

Another great thing about 
Thanksgiving is shopping the day 
after. It is one of the biggest shop- 
ping days of the year and a great time 


best deals and it is actually fun if you 
like shopping. A friend and I go 
together and usually, I get most of 
Christmas shopping done that day,” 
said Heather Lindstrom. 

There is always plenty of good 
food to eat on Thanksgiving and 
many sweet goodies. There is every- 
thing from turkey, mashed potatoes 
and stuffing to pies and ice cream. 

Sitting down at 


SS A ee Ppemnnerntabls 
with the family 


The Detroit Lions and Dallas Cowboys — £V°s “veryene 


chance to talk 


always lose on Thanksgiving day. and find out 


—R dy Celaya about recent 


to start your Christmas shopping due 
to all of the great deals. 

“It is my Thanksgiving tradition 
to get up at 4 a.m. and be shopping 
by 5 a.m. on the day after 
Thanksgiving. It*is so crazy and 
crowded, but you can get some of the 


Voventher 20 at 2p 


Projection Row - Building E, Room 155 


events in their 
family’s lives. 

va give 
thanks for the 
opportunity to have all of the family 
together,” said Sharon Lindstrom. 

Thanksgiving is a day of thanks 
when families come together to cele- 
brate a joyous holiday. Everyone 
makes this day unique by following 
their own traditions. 


Marine 


ket illustration 


Northern Essex is again a 


Toys for Tots collection site! 


Help makea needy child's holiday bright this season 
by bringing ina new, uny rapped toy and dropping it 


alt at one of three stations: 


No time to shop? Make 


978-556-3825 om 


Registrar’s Office 
Lobb af the Student Center 
Lobby of °C? building 


continued success. 


a tax deductible donation! 
ao ? Make your check out to “Toys for Tots" and send 
intercampus mail to Sue Sin 

small! Deadline for donations is December 7. 


ski. No amount is toa 


Thank you for makin this worthy caus¢ a 
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Change of immediate plans 


Number of no-shows 
leaves difficulties for 


mens squad 


By JARED PENDAK 
Sports Editor 


Whether at the youth league, 
high school, college or professional 
level, at one point or another every 
sports team deals with adversity. The 
NECC men’s basketball team hap- 


pens to be dealing with quite a lot of 


it very early in the season. 

After a busy offseason recruiting 
a number of top area prospects, many 
such players never joined the 
Knights due to academic woes and/or 
job commitments, leaving head 
coach Darren Stratton with sizeable 
holes to fill. 

Stil, the Div. 3 Knights respond- 
ed well with an opening-day win 
over Bunkerhill, a tight battle in 
which NECC dug deep to pull out a 


76-73 victory at home. In each of 


their next three games, however, the 
Knights found themselves on the 
opposite end of close scores, losing 
three straight by less than five points. 
NECC dropped its first road game in 
a tough, 76-73 loss to UCONN A.P. 
on Nov. 8 before losing back-to-back 
four-point contests at the Sport and 
Fitness Center to Massasoit and 
Holyoke, both Div. 2 schools. 

In both of the home defeats, the 
Knights trailed by as many as 12 
points in the first half but recovered 


to come within striking distance of 


wins, particularly against Holyoke 
when NECC faced double digit 


deficits at several points on the night 
before seizing the lead in the latter 
stages of an eventual 67-63 loss. 

“I felt we played pretty well 
against Massasoit, knowing that they 
give away about eight scholarships 
and they’re a Div. 2 school and it was 
similar against Holyoke,” said 
Stratton, now in the midst of his fifth 
season at the helm of the NECC 
men’s squad. “We’ve played pretty 
well but we’re just not executing 
when it counts, which you could see 
down the stretch (in our losses). 

“When you lose close games, 
there are a number of things that 
could happen. Not enough defensive 
rebounds, giving up 
rebounds or not executing the offense 
could all be the difference. (Against 
Holyoke), the difference was the lack 
of defense that we played in the first 
half. We weren’t aggressive and we 


offensive 


weren't boxing out and it cost us. 
Those little things add up and when 
you're at the end of a 
Hopefully, we can get things turned 


game 


around and start winning some of 
these close games.” 

As a Div 
challenges NECC¢ 
season is a lack of sufficient prepara- 
tion tools. Many of the Knights’ 
opponents reside in far away coni- 
munities (Holyoke is 117 miles away 
and Massasoit 64), and the Knights 
are not provided with the necessary 
assets to develop quality game plans. 

“Here at the junior college level, 
it’s extremely tough to get a game 
plan on a team before your first time 
playing them,” noted Stratton. “You 
usually don’t know what an opponent 


3 program, one of the 
faces early in the 


See Men's Hoops, page 15 
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Head Coach: Darren Stratton, fifth year 
Assistant Coaches: Pete Tompkins, Joe Tardiff 
Captain: Luis Juarbe. 

Last Year’s Record: 13-13, lost in Sweet 16 s 
Returnees: Greg Duncan, guard; Luis Jurabe, guard; Sucre 
Medina, forward/center. 
Newcomers: James Anderson, guard; Francisco Espinosa, forward; 
Secan Fenerci, guard/forward; Domenic Feroleto, forward/center; 
Ryan Rosario, forward; Matt Reilly, forward; Joe Tardiff, guard. 
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The NECC men’s basketball team figures to be a force in the MCCAC. Top row (from left to right): 
Matt Reilly, Sucre Medina, Joe Tardiff, Domenic Serleto, Sercan Fenerci, Greg Duncan. Bottom: Ryan 
Rasario, Luis Juarbe, James Anderson, Francisco Espinosa. ; * <a 


Lady Knights are poised to contend 


By JARED PENDAK 
Sports Editor 


When a team finishes the season 
a disappointing 5-14, higher expecta- 
tions had better surface heading into 
the following year. That’s precisely 
the case for second year-coach Mark 
Bogdansky and the 2003 Lady 
Knights, who figure at the very least 
to contend for a spot in_ the 
Massachusetts Community College 
Athletic Conference Regional 
Tournament. 

Early season results have gone 
both ways. After an impressive open- 
ing day victory at Massasoit, NECC 
got crushed by Div. 2 Dean on 
Veterans Day then had a comeback 
effort fall short in a 63-54 loss to 
Gateway at home last Sunday. 
Trailing by 26 with 3:30 to play, the 
Knights clawed back to within six in 
the final minute against the reigning 
regional champions. 

“The league’s good but | think 
(Sunday’s) game showed that we can 
compete,” said Bogdansky, who has 
at least three additional players in 
line to join the club by the start of 
next semester. “Gateway won the 
Regional Tournament and went to the 
National Tournament last year and 
we were able to compete with them. 
We had just dug ourselves too deep a 
hole. When you're down 23 with 
three and a half minutes to go, we 
couldn’t deny (the loss). If we had a 
couple more minutes we probably 
could’ve done something.” 

One of the biggest challenges 
facing NECC this year will be 
improving team rebounding, an area 
exposed in the Gateway defeat. 

“IL would venture to guess that 
out of (Gateway’s) 63 points, at least 


22 or 24 of them came off offensive 


rebounds and that’s something we 
need to cut down on. We can’t be 
allowing teams to be getting 20 
points on offensive rebounds. In 
terms of X’s and O’s, that’s’ going to 
be the biggest challenge we have this 
year.” 

With an average height of 5°6 
among players on the current roster, 
the Knights are a middle-of-the-pack 
team in terms of size, but Bogdansky 
emphasized that average height does- 
n’t necessarily translate into average 
performances. 

“There are going to be teams we 
face that have less height than us, 
there are going to be teams we face 
that have a lot more height than us. 
It’s just a matter of making sure 
We're in position and doing things 
correctly in order to rebound. We 
could have bigger girls, but if they 
don’t know how to position them- 
selves then it doesn’t matter how big 
they are. (Positioning is) my job to 
teach them and it’s somethingwe 
need to keep working on.” 

Despite what Bogdansky called 
“certain glaring weaknesses,” the 
Knights should have a legitimate 
shot at the Regional Tournament, 
which welcomes the top four out of 
seven teams in the MCCAC. State 
title aspirations are also realistic. 

“Looking at the teams in this 
league and the talent that we have— 
and the talent we'll be getting when 
we get these four girls eligible—I 
think we can challenge for the State 
championship and | think we can 
make the Regionals. Who knows, 
maybe even make the National 
Tournament, there’s no doubt in my 
mind,” said Bogdansky. “We just 
have to keep working.” 


‘omen’s Kni: At A Gl 


Head Coach: Mark Bogdansky, second year 

Assistant Coach: Shaye Matthews 

Captain: Paula Harrison. 

Last Year’s Record: 5-14 

Returnees: Paula Harrison, guard; Rachael 

Manemanus, forward. * 
Newcomers: Gloria Azzi, center; Jamie Durrell, for- 
ward; Claudia Hilton, forward; Amanda Knowles, 

guard; Allison Lippens, guard; Allison Langlois, forward 


Mark Bpogdansky’s Lady Knights are primed for a new sea p(left to right): Bogdansky, 


# 
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Men’s hoops 


Continued from previous page 

does until you’re five or six 
games in (to the season) and you get 
a chance to actually see the teams. 
It’s not like a Div. 2 or Div. 1 college 
where you have game films or you 
send out a scout for you.” 

Instead, NECC is forced to work 
on strategies to counter the tactics of 
specific foes during halftime, as evi- 
denced against Holyoke. The 
Cougars lit it up with three-pointers 
while building their 12-point lead in 
the first half, but were limited from 
downtown in the second since the 
Knights were ready for that type of 
attack. 


_ Nail biters 


“Our game plans come at half- 
time here and against Holyoke, we 
could see that, obviously, they relied 
on the three so we made an adjust- 
ment to that,” Stratton said. 

Despite NECC’s early-season 
woes, Stratton remains optimistic for 
a Knights team loaded with talented 
youthful players and feels the equal- 
ly young season is still promising. 

“With what we’ve been dealt, I 
feel like we can get things turned 
around. On a team, you can always 
hold your head up high when you 
win, but a real, true tell-tale of a good 
basketball team is how well you deal 
with the losses.” 


galore 
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All of the men’s Knights’ first four games were decided by four 
points or less. After opening day, the outcomes were more painful 


than thrilling for NECC. 
Opponent — 
Bunkerhill _ 
UConn A.P. 

" Massasoit ‘ 
Holyoke 


Point margin 


Resuit 
3 76-73 W 
3 69-66 L 
4 78-74 L 
4 67-63 L 


Is LeBron James over-hyped? 


By JARED PENDAK 
Sports Editor 


Through 10 games, the woe- 
ful Cleveland Cavaliers (3-7) had 
the second-worst record in the 
NBA. At least we didn’t have to 
watch them, right? Oh, only in a 
perfect world my friend, because 
ALL of Cleveland’s games had 
been nationally televised. 

Anyone else see something 
wrong with that picture, no pun 
intended? 

Look, James is 18 years old, 
got a $90 million sneaker con- 
tract before he so much as 
stepped foot on a professional 
court and drives around a hum- 
mer in Ohio. So where’s the 
intriguing part? 

I] can understand excitement 
over the kid—and he is still a 
kid—but extra highlights on 
ESPN Sportcenter would be 
plenty without having to sit 
through every Cavs game on 
TNT. Tim Duncan wasn’t even 
this hyped and whom would you 
rather possess on your roster, 
Duncan or LeBron? Here’s the 
real newsflash: James isn’t that 
good yet. His 16.8 points and six 
rebounds would be impressive 
for a rookie if he wasn’t ranking 
second in the NBA in minutes 
played (410 through 10 games). 

The bottom line is that unless 
you’re a Cleveland fan, which | 
imagine some folks have been 
converted to now that James is 
aboard, you should only focus on 
James when the Celtics are trying 
to stop him. 


By Davip WILLIS 
Editor 


While I do think that the 
LeBron James hype has been a bit 
blown out of proportion, I think that 
the NBA’s mega-star 
deserves the hype. 

Since getting into the NBA, 
“Bron,” as he has been saddled, has 
continued to show his unlimited 
potential, and has even shown signs 
that he is becoming a great player 
right now. 

Even more impressive, LeBron 
has shown signs that he is ready to 
play point guard, the most compli- 
cated position on the basketball 
court,. 

James ranks 11th in the NBA in 
assists per game, with 6.4, which is 
an extremely high mark for a 18- 
year-old kid. EH also ranks ahead 
of highly coveted point guard 
Gilbert Areanas, 14th, and fellow 
rookie T.J. Ford, 16th. 

Probably more astounding is 
that a player who has never played 
at a higher level than high school 
ranks second in the highly physical 
NBA in minutes played with 410. 
So a player who never played with 
anyone bigger than high school kids 
is playing bigger minutes than 
Kevin Garnett, Kobe Bryant.. 

LeBron is getting beaten up 
playing all those minutes, but con- 
tinues to play at a high level. He is 
averaging 16.8 points per game, 6.4 


newest 


assists per game and, at 18, Bron 
also has the luxtury of having an 
NBA build. At 6-8, 240 Ibs he is 
built more like an NBA veteran, and 
could still be growing. 


Sports Editor Jared pendak can be reached at 


jdpendak@excite.com 


Remembering the magic 


Boston Garden, 
constructed 75 years 


ago this week 


By JASON JOAQUIN 
Contributing Reporter 


The now gone, but never forgot- 
ten Boston Garden opened its doors 
75 years ago this week. For nearly 70 
years, it served as home to the 
Boston Bruins and Boston Celtics. It 
was the home of an unprecedented 
16 NBA championships and 5 
Stanley Cup Championships. It was 
the home of Bobby Orr, Eddie Shore, 
Larry Bird, John Havelicek, Johnny 
Buck, Bob Cousy, Bill Russell, Red 
Auerbach (and his famous cigars), 
Cam Neely, Ray Bourque, Kevin 
McHale and countless other Boston 
sports icons. Now, it’s an empty 
space, and home of a Fleet Center 
staff and player parking lot. 

The Garden was built by the 
president of New York City’s 
Madison Square Garden, Tex 
Richards. His original intention for 
the new $4 million arena in 
“Beantown” was for boxing. Due to 
its New York counterpart, the Boston 
Garden’s original name was “Boston 
Madison Square Garden.” But short- 
ly after the opening, the “Madison 
Square” was dropped and the rest, as 
they say, is history. 

On Nov. 14, 1928, President 
Calvin Coolidge switched on the 


brand new arena’s lights from the 
White House using the latest tele- 
graph technology. Three days later, it 
was opened to the public. Fans saw 
Dick “Honey Boy” Finnegan defeat 
the world featherweight champion 
Andre Routis. From then on, the 
Garden hosted everything from con- 
certs and the circus to politicians’ 
speeches and even a college football 


game. Of 
course, 
there were 


also two of 


seg 


1997, the Boston Garden began to 
come down brick by brick and mem- 
ory by memory, making way for the 
future, the new Fleet Center con- 
structed a mere eight inches away. 
There will forever be something 
missing on Causeway Street, and 
fans are always reminded. Before 
Bruins and Celtics games, fans are 
shown video photo albums of the 
great Garden 
moments. 
Whether it is 
Bobby Orr flying 


ie oie The Fleet Center... eg tad 
rivalries of when youre there, clinching goal, or 
all time, 9 John —_Havlicek 
Bruins- you can t help but stealing the ball, 


Canadiens 


wish you were in 


we're shown what 


and Celtics- the true glory 
Lakers. the Garden. days were like. A 

si WS cheer goes up 
Gardens’ when just a pic- 


last event, 

appropriately “The Last 
Hurrah,” was a pre-season hockey 
game between the Bruins and 
Canadiens. Played on Sept. 26, 1995, 
the Black and Gold defeated 
Montreal, 3-0. A final skating on the 
historic ice by some of the greatest to 
ever play followed the game. There 
wasn’t a dry eye in the place when 
Norman Levielle took to the ice with 
the help of Ray Bourque (Leveielle 
was struck down early in his promis- 
ing career by a brain aneurysm). That 
skating was just one of many events 
that people will always remember 
from “The Garden.” In November 


deemed 


ture of the Garden 
is shown on the jumbotron-some- 
thing the Garden never had. 

The Boston Garden was a land- 
mark. Sure, the Fleet Center was 
needed, and it’s a great place to go. 
But when you’re there, you can’t 
help but wish you were in the 
Garden. 

Foxboro Stadium went next, but 
no one seemed to care. Soon it will 
be Fenway Park, and if anything can 
be worse than seeing the Garden 
being torn apart, it’s that. 


New England pro sports 


Red Sox: Boston designated hitter David Ortiz 
received four first-place votes for American League’s 
Most Valuable Player, but the award was given to Alex 


Rodriguez of Texas. Sox’ shortstop Nomar Garciaparra and 
left fielder Manny Ramirez also received one vote each. 


Patriots: The Pats have now won six straight after 
Sunday night’s 12-0 victory over former New England 
Head Coach Bill Parcells and the Dallas Cowboys. 
Leading Miami by two games in the AFC East, the Pats 
head to Houston this Sunday before hosting 
Indianapolis Nov. 30. 


Bruins: The B’s are unbeaten in their last five games, 


including four straight wins, and led all of the NHL 
with 25 points at press time. Boston faces former 


goalie Byron Dafoe and Atlanta on the road tonight. 


Celtics: The new-look C’s have had an up and down 
season thus far, though their 5-4 record was good for 
a 1/2-game lead over Philadelphia for first place in the | 
Eastern Conference’s Atlantic Division. Boston hosts 


New Orleans tonight and plays at Philly on Friday. 
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NECC basketball back in action 


Jared Pendak photo 


Players from the NECC and Gateway women’s basketball teams wait for a rebound during the Gateway’s 63-54 victory Saturday afternoon at NECC. 


Jared Pendak photo 


One NECC player waits for the rebound, and ponders how she will fight the three The NECC men’s basketball team warms up for its Thursday night loss to Holyoke 
Gateway players for the ball. Community College. 


